SPECTRUM'S ADVANCED KEYBOARD 




Chapter 1 



News 




Future historians may well regard 1984 
as a turning point in the home computer market. 
Infiltration of computers into British homes 
reached new heights and the increasing sophistication 
of software meant that users became less tolerant 
of second-rate programs. 
Many companies fell by the wayside 
and Sir Clive Sinclair unveiled his most ambitious 
hardware to date. Mike Johnston witnessed it all. 



News 




TURBO CHARGE 
YOUR SPECTRUM 




Outperforms any Spectrum interface 



* A variety ot inter faces inducing Rom cartridges, two 9-way D plugs 
tor standard loystichs, PLUS ful expansion bus at rear 

* Wfarks wth latest Quictehot Mk I auto rapdJirepystjcte! 

* Choee ol Rom cartridge or tape cassette software 

* Instant program loading with cartridge software. 



availability- 24 Hrd. 
aLe- only £22.95. 



_. Spectrum Ijbolnterfacels) at £22.95 | 
_f>ckshtflJoy»c*(s)at£995 



TURBO 



Chapter 2 

Hardware World 




With ever-increasing amounts of peripherals 

available for Sinclair computers, 
users are finding it more and more difficult 

to know what to buy. 
We present a comprehensive buyer's guide 
to joysticks, keyboards and printers 
and review the best of the rest 
from the 1984 add-on market. 
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SAGA1 EMPEROI 



SOUNDBOOST 



FLEXICABLE 





FOX YOUR SPECTRUM 

FACES 

THE MARKET TO US 

3NLyJ j A^S/*S/\^. 

£28.95 



WITH THE 

ULTIMATE in joystick interfaces 

7S VERY CLEVER AND PROVDES THE EASEST INTERFACE ON THE MARKET TO USE" 




QUICKSHOT I JOYSTICK ONLY £32.95 OR QUICKSHOT II £36.95 



SPECTRUM UPGRADES 

(ISSUE 2 AND 3} 

16K to 48K ONLY 

THE KIT REVEIWED AS "THE EASIEST TO gjT^ p Q O f\f\ 

Full instruction supplied with this simply inserted kit. a high quality L. lb O ■ 

kit at a LOW LOW p-ice , NC I 



NEW! NEW! NEW! SPECTRUM KEYBOARD 

THE CHEETAH 68FX1. AN ALL NEW VERY HIGH QUALITY PRODUCT WITH 

* Full size querty keyboard * V^^Vt-v- 



A SUPERB NEW KEYBOARD ONLY £59.95 INCLUSIVE 



SEND NOW TO: 
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|j:PROM SERVICES 

QL, SPECTRUM AND 
ZX81 HARDWARE 

SPECTRUM/ZX81 
DATA AQUISITION/ 
CONTROL CARDS 
QL ADAPTOR 


POOLSWINNg 


mm Please enqu.re^ 


3 channel 6 bit output £26.95 






Sacpj]HSEWINNERv3 ~~SS- 


ROM BOARD EH.95 

■■■ ■ ■ . .■■>.!: ■ ■ 
RAM 10 replace the spectrum 

definable key switches 


INPUT OUTPUT CARDS 




1^1 selec E3 

1, CoS£l£>„ UU* CMEADLE^CHESHIRE IM 


iEPflOM PROGRAMMER £54.95 


Dualb^e^nalcen^on^ 95 




I ■ 'HI orSpeclrum 


SPECTRUM 
PROGRAMMABLE 
(OYSTICK INTERFACE 
— PLUS SOUND 

from Rainbow Electronics 


EPROM CARDS and 
CARTRIDGES 

D91 and Spectrum eg ZXSi 




EXTENSION BOARDS 


CONNECTORS 23 and Jt way 


only £24 /-Bterr-a 

Extra for ■NLft 

Through Port £3 0H| 

Glebe House South Leigh Wilney Oxfordshire OX8 6XJ 


Si 



campbell systems for spectrum 48k" 

Can YOUR Database 



Microdrive commands included: 32.42 or5l 
characters per line!: 26 fields per record: 
Unrestricted number of records; 36 user i 
Displav/l'rint formats: l ast search & sort 
Around 32K ol" RAM available for data! 

NOW with IMF-PRINT and MASTERFILE 



( 



£3 




COMPUSOUND 



NEW LOW PRICES 



QL 



CENTRONICS 
PRINTER 
INTERFACE 
£34.00 INC. 



JOYSTICK ADAPTOR £5.90 INC. 



-0- 



FOR Q.L. AND SPECTRUM 



ZEAL MARKETING LIMITED 

VANGUARD TRADING ESTATE STORFORTH LANE CHESTERFIELD S40 2TZ 
TELEPHONE 0246 208555 TELEX 547697 



AT LAST! 
the MISSING link from 
ARCHIVE to QUILL! 



•annum 



Chapter 3 

The QL Story 




Once is an accident, twice is coincidence, 
and the third time is criminal action 
— or so the saying goes. 
To the disappointment of the computer press 
and the public alike, deliveries of the QL 
were dogged by the same problems which 
delayed the ZX-81 and the Spectrum. 
Many felt that Sir Clive had over-played his hand 
once too often, and were unforgiving. 
Sir Clive, for his part, felt the treatment 
handed out was uncalled-for and over-critical. 
John Gilbert relates the sorry story. 



RELEASE THE TRUE 
POWER OF THE QLI 
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Chapter 4 

Hit Squad 




One trend in the software scene 
is the gradual recognition paid to the authors, 
rather than the publishers, 
of the most successful computer games. 
Some writers, such as Matthew Smith, 
have reluctantly attained superstar status. 
In this special interview Chris Bourne 
meets Mike Singleton — programmer of the 1984 
Game of the Year, Lords of Midnight. 



48K SINCLAIR ZX SPECTRUM 




Chapter 5 

Software Scene 



While some software houses are taking 
the Spectrum to its limits and beyond 
others doggedly continue to churn out 
ever more diabolical pieces of programmed junk. 
John Gilbert presents a personal pick of the bunch, 
and Chris Bourne takes an irreverent look 
at the dwindling ZX-81 software scene. 
Their talents are combined in listing 
the Top Ten Turkeys of 1984. 
Let the reader be warned. 



Seeing Is 

See the pack-see the screen-see the game. 
See the difference the moment you pick up one 
of the games from Firebird's new Silver Range. 

The difference is that our packs show the high 
quality you'll see on the screen when you play, 





believing 

The same high standard applies to all twenty 
games in the range and all are available at the 
remarkably low price of 





A CAME OF INTRIGUE & SKILL IN THE OIL BUSINESS. 



Chapter 6 



Business 




With the exception of the QL, 
the range of Sinclair computers 
is not ideally suited for use in business. 
Both the ZX-81 and the Spectrum 
are, however, extremely cheap 
and thus within the reach of the small businessman 
with limited resources. 
Mike Wright provides an expert introduction 
to setting up a business system, 
and explores the pitfalls which lie in wait 
for the unwary and the hasty. 



CURRAH ^SPEECH 




Chapter 7 

Machine Code 




Sooner or later most Sinclair users 
become frustrated at the confines of Basic 
and decide to grapple with the intricacies 
of machine code. 
Andrew Hewson, well-versed in that arcane lore, 
reveals some of its secrets and provides 

a useful source of reference 
to would-be machine code programmers. 



What s New For Christmas? 
See For Yourself 



The Christmas 




Chapter 8 



Language 




With the Spectrum well established 
as the most popular micro in Britain, 
a number of languages which had their beginnings 
in larger computers have recently 
become available to Sinclair users. 
John Gilbert introduces the user-definable languages 

of Forth and Micro-Prolog 
and Theo Wood ventures into the educational world 
of Logo and the turtle. 



Chapter 9 

Books 




Each new development in the computer world 
arrives with, and is often preceded by, 
an avalanche of hard copy. 
There are, for instance, more books devoted to the QL 
than there are QL users to read them. 
John Gilbert, occasionally guilty of contributing 
to this abundance of print, 
digs deep into the 1984 book mountain 
and discovers some literary gems. 



48K 

especmuv 

* FINANCE MANAGER * £895 

* ADDRESS MANAGER * 

80 COWMNj/WW £19 
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Chapter 10 

Starter Pack 




With only a minimum of programming expertise 
it is possible to enter the listings 
published in Sinclair User every month. 
A study of the way in which such programs 
are constructed will, however, be invaluable 

when the reader comes to write his own. 
With that end in view we reprint a selection 
of line-by-line program explanations which appeared monthly 
in the Starter Pack section of Sinclair User. 
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* * * New * * * FROM * * * 

fORSPeCTMM&MICMDRIVCOWNeRS 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE NOW SINCLAIR MICRODRIVE- COMPATIBLE AND, 
PLUS BO VERSIONS WORK WITH 15 DIFFERENT CENTRONICS/RS232 
INTERFACES AND PRINTERS 




* VAT MANAGER * £8.95 
* PLUS 80 VAT MANAGER * £19.95 
* PLUS 80 STOCK MANAGER * £19 95 



performance Japanese D 



VAT MANAGER 



and printers which arf 
VAT MANAGER 



of Gross/Net 
les input. VAT can be 
lysed under defined 
sifications. 



CK MANAGER — (Avai 
) 600 different product 



standard form which works with ZX " and Alphacom 32 column 
Plus 80 version works in conjunction with most Centronics/RS32 Interfaces 
selected from software. 



in Plus 80 form only) — provides a controlled slock 



★ ★ ★ ★ UTILITIES £995 * *„* * 



MASTER TOOL KIT * 



OXFORD COMPuf ER PUBUSHINcTltD.' 4 High Street Chalfont St. Peter. Bucks. SL9 9QB. 



SOFTWARE * * * * SIMPLE THE BEST 



software that'! 




Chapter 11 

Program Printout 




Hunchback, Artificial Intelligence, 
Word Processor, utilities, snake games 
and adventures. 
All this and much, much more 
in an extra-large section of new programs 
to key in and play. 



IIIIt?UlUCI^t? 




Chapter 12 



Reference 




What Gilbert Factor was The Turk awarded? 
Who publishes it? 
Where can I find it? 
r e furnish the answers in our Software Directory. 
In addition we tell you where to go 
when your Spectrum blows up 
and list the growing number 
of Sinclair-related clubs 
at home and abroad. 
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Software Directory 




CP/M Operating 
System 

Business Software 
Disk Storage 
Mass Storage 
Expansion Unit 
Memory Add-ons 



Already Available -all essentials for 
your QL range... Sinclair QL's 
Printers Monitors Cables, paper etc 

For priority information pack write, telephone 
or see us at COMPEC stand 938 



